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EDITOR’S NOTE

PAUL STETLER | EDITOR

Bible colleges are unique. While world evangelism has 
always been the ultimate goal, direct evangelism has not 

been the primary task. Our contribution to world evangelism 
has been indirect—training and mentoring students who will 
go out and engage their world with the gospel. An important 
part of  this responsibility is to create an atmosphere in which 
students can grow spiritually, mature in their walk with 
Christ, and hone skills that will prepare them for leadership. 
This requires a certain selectivity in our campus admissions 

process. Bible colleges are not reform schools, nor are they a babysitting service for 
unruly church kids. We seek to enroll students with a preexistent commitment to 
Christ and a desire to serve the kingdom. This unity of  purpose helps facilitate an 
atmosphere conducive to the training of  Christian leaders. For this reason we have 
historically required a profession of  faith in Christ and a demonstration of  moral 
character as prerequisites for enrollment. 
We have also targeted prospective students within certain basic theological 

parameters, knowing our commitment to absolute truth sets us apart in a relativistic 
society. The fact that we teach unapologetically and specifically what we believe to be 
true rather than offering a smorgasbord of  ideas presented in egalitarian terms sets us 
apart from other academic institutions. We do not exclude any student who professes 
faith in Christ and gives evidence of  moral character. But we do seek to partner with 
parents and students of  like faith and values to reinforce these teachings, rather than 
create an ideological primordial soup from which a student may emerge confused 
or having abandoned important beliefs altogether. We have not always flawlessly 
achieved the environment we seek, but we passionately, prayerfully aspire to do so. 
I am in my sixteenth year as a Bible college employee. I love our mission, and I 

love seeing students go out and live out that mission. I love the atmosphere God has 
helped us create and the growth that has resulted. Eternal destinies are being shaped 
by our graduates. But I have always been bothered by one thing—our limited ability 
to engage in direct evangelism. Our opportunities to witness to those from other faiths 
or those questioning faith altogether have been few. Even our chances to reach across 
theological lines are minimal. I have been thrilled in recent years as a brand-new door 
of  opportunity has opened for us to shine the light of  the gospel and articulate our 
doctrinal distinctives to many outside our circles.
Hobe Online offers an impressive array of  course and degree options to anyone 

interested. In a society increasingly ignorant of  biblical teachings, students who seek 
truth but have no background in faith can take our courses and find answers to their 
questions. In a society hostile to faith in general, those struggling to maintain their 
beliefs can find help and reinforcement from the teaching we offer. In a contemporary 
church world filled with half-truths and outright error, those who hunger for holiness 
can find the good news of  entire sanctification clearly taught in classes offered online 
such as Theology of  Holiness. We enlist professors who are both academically and 
spiritually qualified to not only teach, but mentor students who have a heart for God 
and truth. Hobe Online represents an expansion of  the mission of  Hobe Sound Bible 
College—not only can we extend the education we offer to busy adults who cannot 
come to our campus, we can extend and proclaim the truth of  God’s Word to “pre-
Christians” and seekers of  truth around the world. 
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Do you finish every project you start? If  your answer is 
yes—you are a very unique person! If  you are like the 

rest of  us, the course of  your life is probably littered with 
unfinished projects.

One of  the things that remains unfinished in many people’s 
lives is their college education. Several things contribute to 
this problem. Some did not finish because they were very 
immature when they came to college, and they put their 
priorities in the wrong places. They just “bombed out!” 
For others it was financial pressure. You did not come from 
an affluent family that could underwrite the cost of  your 
education. You had to work for every dollar you received. 
The tremendous pressure of  juggling classes, work, and any 
kind of  social life simply became overwhelming, and you just 
dropped out. 

For many it was simply that they got married. "Two can 
live as cheaply as one" the old saying goes, but they found 
that was not true. The weight of  supporting a family made 
it impossible to finish school. Whatever the cause, one fact 
remains—many people never finished their degree. 

Once that break comes, it seems very difficult to get “back 
in the saddle” and take the courses you need to graduate. 
Life becomes so busy with family, ministry, and other 
occupational responsibilities that going back just seems 
impossible. Some feel a little foolish going back when you 

are so much older than most of  the other students. Others 
worry the vast technological changes which have swept our 
society would leave you too far out of  touch to be successful. 

Whatever reasons—or excuses—you have been using to 
tell yourself  that you cannot go back, you need to know there 
is hope! Now there is a way you can finish. You can tear 
down that half-finished relic in your past and build a shiny 
new monument that will strengthen your life, restore your 
confidence, enrich your ministry, or just give you the sense 
of  “a job well done” that is so important to happy, fulfilled 
living!

The answer is online education! This method of  learning 
has swept the country, and the primary focus in on adult 
learning. Many, many people who never finished their college 
training are now returning—not to a dorm and traditional 
campus life, but to a whole new educational process that will 
help them fulfill their dreams. 

You see, this kind of  learning can be done in your own 
home. It can be done without you quitting your job, putting 
your ministry on hold, or moving your family. Whether the 
best time for you to take classes and study is the middle of  
the night or the middle of  the day, you can make this college 
program fit your schedule. You are not a kid anymore. Your 
priorities have now changed since you have come through 
the school of  “hard knocks.” You are able to focus and apply 

A PRESIDENTIAL PERSPECTIVE

FINISHING WHAT
YOU START
A Stepping Stone to Greater 
Educational Possibilities

“The answer is online education! This method of 
learning has swept the country, and the primary 
focus in on adult learning."

BY DR. P. DANIEL STETLER | PRESIDENT

(continued on pg. 19)

The Association for
Biblical Higher Education
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Every worthwhile venture begins with a vision. And every 
vision that succeeds is the result of  multiple individuals 

who have contributed their own expertise to see the vision 
achieved. This has been true of  the distance education 
program at Hobe Sound Bible College where the vision was 
cast, and people joined hands and hearts to make it happen. 

In the early 1990s a committee convened to discuss the 
possibility of  extending our classes through correspondence 
studies to those people who wanted to continue their 
education but were not able to move to a campus setting. To 
accommodate these non-traditional students, a search was 
set in motion to see how best to achieve this goal.

The search led to a review of  the materials from 
International Correspondence Institute (ICI), headquartered 
in Belgium and later incorporated into the administration of  
Global University. An agreement was signed that allowed us 
to immediately begin offering eighteen courses—six Bible 
courses, six ministerial courses, and six general education 
courses. Under the leadership of  Steve Hickman, the first 
students began their courses in the fall of  1993. The program 
was called the Department of  External Studies.

Following Mr. Hickman, John Basham became the 

director. Under Mr. Basham’s leadership two important 
steps were taken: the purchase of  a set of  courses from 
Indiana Wesleyan University and the beginning of  our 
prison ministry. Indiana Wesleyan had been an innovator 
in the distance education movement and throughout the 
1980s and 1990s had developed a series of  courses for 
ordination. These courses were based on video presentations 
by qualified instructors and included reading assignments 
and written projects. Their program was called LifeGrow 
and was intended to help train ministers for local church 
leadership. However, in the 1990s they began to move to 
online education and discontinued their video courses. Mr. 
Basham was able to purchase a set of  these LifeGrow courses 
for our own use. This added an additional twenty courses to 
our program. By combining these courses with the courses 
from ICI, we were able to begin offering AA degrees in Bible 
and Ministerial Studies.

During these years Mr. Basham was active in the prison 
ministry at a nearby facility in Indiantown, Florida. In trying 
to disciple the inmates, he encouraged qualified inmates to 
take our correspondence courses. He worked to raise funds 
to sponsor the courses. As a result of  his efforts, a group of  
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inmates became eager students of  the Word. Some of  these 
inmates were later transferred to different institutions in the 
state. News of  our program began to spread, and students in 
other facilities began to inquire about our program. Soon we 
had students in twenty different facilities in Florida. Though 
greatly fulfilled in his work with inmates, Mr. Basham began 
to feel the call of  God to work in Taiwan, and it was necessary 
to release his position over the External Studies program.

Upon Mr. Basham’s departure Dalbert Walker was 
appointed the director of  the program. It is a bit ironic that 
before coming to Hobe Sound, Mr. Walker had previously 
completed several of  the LifeGrow courses. He had first-
hand knowledge of  the video format and the coursework 
required. He began a process of  coordinating, revising, 
editing, and organizing the collection to make a more unified 
program with a Hobe Sound distinctive. 

Working with the on-campus teachers, new courses were 
added to the program, and we developed enough courses to 
be able to offer a BA degree in General Christian Studies. 
We applied to our accrediting body (AABC at the time) 
for authorization for the BA degree and 
were granted approval in 2001. Students 
could now earn a bachelor of  arts entirely 
by correspondence. Developing courses 
continued as more and more interest was 
shown in specific areas for our on-campus 
students. Eventually we were able to offer 
BA degrees in Education, Ministerial 
Studies, Intercultural Studies, and other 
areas. 

Feeling we were not keeping up with the technology 
available to our students, we began to consider the possibility 
of  offering online courses. With the encouragement, support, 
and experiential input of  Dr. Cliff Churchill, we made online 
education a prevalent topic of  discussion, looking for ways 
to make it a reality. We felt we had the content, but we were 
not sure how to get that content to online students. Finally, 
Jason Walker came forward with an offer to create a website 
that would hook us up to the Moodle platform and allow us 
to put our program online. Through his efforts and expertise, 
we were able to offer our first online courses in the fall of  
2008. Every session after that we added more courses and 
eventually were able to offer all our courses in the online 
format. 

With the availability of  online courses, our on-campus 
students began using our program to supplement their on-
campus requirements. We were no longer a program just for 
the non-traditional student, so the name External Studies 
no longer seemed appropriate. It was decided we needed a 
name that would describe our program. But what should we 
call it? We had correspondence courses, we had video-based 
courses, we had online courses, and we had combinations 
of  the three. A generic term seemed favorable, and it was 
decided to call the program Adult Distributed Education 
(ADE) which would encompass whatever format, present or 
future, was used.

As the online portion of  the program grew, the responsibility 

of  keeping it going and 
keeping all the records 
intact became more 
burdensome. Jason 
Walker felt he could 
not indefinitely be the 
sole person responsible 
for the program. So he 
helped move us to a more 
expansive professional 
network that now 
maintains our online 
program and keeps our 
record database secure.

When Dr. Andrew 
Graham came to set 
up the counseling program at Hobe Sound in 2012, he 
envisioned being able to train counselors both on campus 
and through the online program with a unique set of  courses 
that covered the same material in the same sequence. His 

courses use the same syllabi and are divided 
into similar units for both online and on-
campus students. Seeing the success of  his 
work, other teachers have begun working 
on their own dual-purpose courses for the 
online program. 

With all this emphasis on online 
instruction, it was decided we should again 
change the name of  our program to reflect 

the current emphasis of  our program. Hobe Online became 
the new title, emphasizing the present identity as well as the 
future of  our program. Plans for extended online presence 
are in the making.

This online emphasis does not imply that students no 
longer use the correspondence courses. Our prison ministry 
has increased both in number and in distribution. We now 
have over 100 inmate students in twenty-one states. This 
prison ministry lets us train workers within the prisons to 
be leaders in their own environments while equipping those 
who will return to society with skills and education to become 
contributing members of  their communities.

And now, as Dr. Brent Jones takes on the role of  director, 
Hobe Online will take another step forward. Under the 
direction of  Dr. Cliff Churchill, Hobe Online will begin 
offering two master’s degree programs in education: 
Instruction and Learning and Educational Leadership. This 
program is scheduled to begin offering classes in March of  
2019. We see this as an important step in providing further 
training for qualified Christian workers in the local church. 

The vision of  Hobe Sound distance education has grown 
and matured over the years. Yet in each of  its phases it has 
been regarded as a “vine of  God’s planting.” It has been 
instrumental in helping numerous students, old and young 
alike, reach their educational goals and become better 
equipped for service. We anticipate seeing what God will 
continue to do as Dr. Brent Jones assumes leadership and 
brings a fresh vision for the future of  Hobe Online. 

The vision of Hobe Sound 
distance education has 

grown and matured over 
the years. Yet in each of its 

phases it has been regarded 
as a “vine of God’s planting.”

JOHN BASHAM
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If  you travel through the world’s oldest cities, you will 
encounter some of  the greatest historical examples of  

architecture and engineering. Many of  these are cathedrals 
and places of  worship that have been standing for hundreds 
of  years. One incredible aspect of  these buildings is the 
length of  time of  their construction. It was not uncommon 
for the largest buildings of  history to require hundreds 
of  years to complete. York Minster Cathedral in York, 
England; St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome; St. Basil’s Cathedral 
in Moscow; Sagrada Família in Barcelona, Spain—what 
these buildings all have in common is their construction time 
can be measured in centuries. Many builders and architects 
who labored on these buildings never saw the final product. 
Yet the reason these structures stand today is because 
construction did not depend on a single person. Thousands 
of  workers contributed their efforts toward a much larger 
goal—a shared vision.

In many ways Hobe Online is like a building under constant 
construction. We build on the work of  the past. Mr. Walker 
and those who have come before laid an organizational 
foundation that we continue to expand. Hobe Online is 

bigger than one person. It is the work of  many individuals 
contributing their skills and expertise toward the fulfillment 
of  a shared vision—a vision to utilize available technological 
tools and modern modalities to prepare men and women to 
think biblically and be servant leaders who glorify God and 
fulfill the great commission wherever they are. This vision is 
built on and driven by five core values:

1. Relationship with Jesus Christ. Hobe Online strives 
to be Christ-centered in all aspects of  the learning 
environment. Content is grounded in a biblical worldview 
and emphasizes a meaningful relationship with Christ.

John 1:12 “But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of  
God, even to them that believe on his name.”

2. Relationship with fellow man. We believe in following 
the example of  Christ’s life of  service to others. Students 
should demonstrate the qualities of  good citizenship 
through service to those around them.

DR. BRENT JONES | Dean of Hobe Online

HOBE ONLINE: A PROSPECT
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Matthew 20:27-28 “And whosoever will be 
chief  among you, let him be your servant: 
even as the Son of  man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister....”

3. Academic achievement. We believe excellence and 
a well-developed mind honor God and inspire people. 
Hard work and critical thinking are components of  a 
good education that extend beyond test scores and grade 
point averages.

Philippians 1:9-10 “And this I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may 
approve things that are excellent....”

4. Character and integrity. Hobe Online challenges 
students to develop Christ-like character and high 
standards of  personal integrity. The attributes of  the life 
of  Christ are emphasized in all aspects of  learning.

I John 2:6 “He that saith he abideth in him 
ought himself  also so to walk, even as 
[Christ] walked.”

5. Servant leadership. Hobe Online emphasizes the 
cultivation of  skills that allow students to be servant 
leaders to others. Servant leaders place the needs of  
others first and help others develop the abilities needed 
to succeed.

Luke 22:26 “He that is greatest among you, 
let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, 
as he that doth serve.”

What does this mean for Hobe Online moving forward? 
It means actively building on the solid foundation set out 
by those who have come before. It means developing new 
courses and expanding current courses to meet the ongoing 
needs of  students. It means integrating new technologies and 
tools to improve information accessibility and the student 
experience. It means developing increased communication 
channels so students and faculty have effective means 
for sharing feedback and ideas. And most of  all, it means 
ensuring that Hobe Online continues to glorify God by 
providing a biblical education that reflects Christ. 

Hobe Sound Bible College has been blessed by God’s 
help and direction over the years of  educating and 

equipping young people to serve in His kingdom’s work. In 
looking back over the years of  serving as a Bible college, we 
have discovered that…

…we were most successful when we pushed the 
boundaries and tried new things for God’s glory. When 
we shied away and were led by caution or fear, we 
struggled.
…we had resiliency. We experienced difficult times, but 
we kept going, kept relying on God, and kept striving to 
produce servant/leaders.
…we were most successful when we were student-
centered and met their needs in preparing them for 
God’s calling.
…we were at our best when we identified a point of  need 
and addressed it.

Keeping these learning points in mind, we have responded 
to adult learners’ requests for graduate degrees in education. 
God willing, in March 2019 Hobe Sound Bible College will 
launch two degrees for a Master in Educationa; Instruction 
and Learning for teachers and Educational Leadership 
for administrators. The curriculum for these degree 
concentrations provides opportunities for candidates to 
develop knowledge, skills and dispositions in instructional 
concepts, strategies, and content designed to enhance 
student learning and improve administrative skills for 
leaders in education. Our program of  study is totally online, 
affordable, and can be accomplished with 30 graduate 
hours. This graduate degree program meets the demands 
of  adult students’ busy schedules allowing them to fulfill the 
requirements for the program within two years. 

DR. CLIFFORD CHURCHILL | Academic Dean

ONLINE MASTER OF EDUCATION DEGREE

For information about the HSBC Master's Program contact: 
Dr. Brent Jones

(772) 546-5534 ext. 1014
brentjones@hsbc.edu
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ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT

STEPHEN & NICOLE CASSADY

H O B E  O N L I N E

Hobe Online was begun with people like Stephen and Nicole Cassady in mind. The Cassady’s had a fulltime ministry 
traveling in evangelism when they began to feel the need to complete their education. Stephen said, “We had a schedule 

booked two-and-a-half  years out and two children. We knew we were doing what God had called us to do and did not feel 
cancelling our schedule was the right thing to do.”
Stephen was born in Stuttgart, Arkansas. When he was four, his family moved to Westfield, 

Indiana—across the street from Union Bible College. He was ending his first semester of  
college there when his brother, fifteen months older than him, died in a tragic car accident. 
Stephen said, “I returned to college that next semester, but honestly my world was in a blur. A 
year and half  after his death, I regrettably decided not to go back to school.”
Nicole grew up in Washington, Indiana. She came to Westfield in the spring of  1996. 

Stephen still lived next door, and God brought them together on the campus. They married 
in October 1997. Stephen said, “We were zealous to begin our ministry, and we overlooked 
the value a completed college education can give.” But once a couple has begun a career and 
a family, returning to college can be complicated.
“We learned Hobe Sound was offering an online program. We felt clearly this was a way for 

us to finish what we had started and yet continue the life we felt called to do. Having been 
in ministry for a few years, I fully appreciated the value of  the education. We both began 
basically at the launch of  the online studies.” Dalbert Walker was their instructor for most of  
their classes. In 2010 Nicole received an AA in General Christian Studies. Stephen finished in 2012 with a BA in Biblical 
Studies.
Stephen says, “Biblical studies help prepare your mind in how to think, study and present the truths of  the Bible. Both 

Nicole and myself  succeeded in this program with a full evangelistic slate, including ten camps one summer and nine the 
next. We also had two kids and added our third before it was finished. (Not unto us...but unto Thy name give glory... [Psalm 
115:1].) The online program provided the tool we needed for us to finish the job. Not only did it provide practical and helpful 
tips for being in ministry, but it also provided a sense of  accomplishment we had been lacking. We finished what we started 
and that brings a great satisfaction.” 
When the Cassadys are “home,” they park their 5th-wheel in Beavertown, Pennsylvania. They have three children—Blake, 

15; Chloe, 12; and Ashton, 7—who are heavily involved in their ministry. They travel a lot but have learned home is wherever 
they are all together. When home they attend the God’s Missionary Church in Beavertown. In addition to their evangelistic 
work, Stephen does some construction work, and Nicole homeschools the children. Stephen also recently accepted the 

position of  Director of  Operations for the Inter-church Holiness Convention. He schedules a 
team and works with coordinators for each of  the regional conventions—currently over sixty 
worldwide. The family often sings, and Stephen sometimes preaches or serves as moderator. For 
the yearly national convention in Dayton, Ohio, Stephen works closely with Bro. James Plank to 
make everything run smoothly. 
Stephen states, “I felt called of  the Lord to be an evangelist from a very young age. Nicole felt a 

call of  song evangelism as a child. When Nicole and I married, that evangelistic call became our 
unified passion. We still consider it our primary occupation, though there have been other details 
added. Knowledge of  that commission from Jesus Christ has been a stabilizing force during difficult 
times.” He adds,” The online program at Hobe Sound is the avenue that helped us maintain the 
ministry we were already involved in and obtain the degrees we desired.” 
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ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT
SCOTT & ASHLEY BLACKMON

C O L L E G E

Scott and Ashley (Marshall) Blackmon’s roots go deep at Hobe Sound Bible Col-
lege and Christian Academy. After Scott’s mother Joan Blackmon finished her 

education degree from HSBC, she taught in the academy. Ashley’s father William 
Marshall was academy principal for seventeen years. 
Ashley was born in Peoria, Illinois, and then her family lived for a few years in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. They moved to Hobe Sound in 1990. Ashley graduated from 
HSCA in 2001. She then earned an associate degree 
from HSBC. Scott was born in Seagrove, North Caro-
lina, in the same hospital which gave us Dr. Randall 
McElwain. Seagrove is the pottery capitol of  the US 
and also the hometown of  President Stetler’s mother Jewel. Scott graduated from HSBC in 
2005, earning a BA in Pastoral Ministries with a minor in counseling. 
Scott and Ashley were married December 3, 2005. They served in Thomasville, North Caroli-

na, for six years and then Cincinnati for six years. They returned to Hobe Sound last year where 
Scott is the junior high administrator and teaches in the junior high. Ashley is busy with their 
four children: Cole, 9; Drake, 7; Reid, 4; and Finley, 1. Scott says Ashley’s motherhood role is a 
greater distinction than his advanced degree, but he does hold an MA in Church History from 
Carolina Evangelical Divinity School, a branch of  Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Scott has been involved in Christian education for thirteen years. He also teaches youth ministry and church history classes 
online for God’s Bible School, works part-time at UPS, and serves as a caregiver at night. His most notable client was on Ju-
piter Island—William Bush, brother of  George H. W. Bush. In addition Scott is founder and president of  Carolina Christin 
Youth Camp which is held each year in Thomasville, North Carolina.
The Blackmons enjoy living in Hobe Sound. They attend Hobe Sound Bible Church. Scott says, “It is a great place to raise 

children. You feel like you are part of  a community that is literally changing the world through education, missions, counsel-
ing, family, etc. All the ministries on campus have a big picture mindset.” 

Get a check from Hobe Sound!
Establish a charitable gift annuity with Hobe Sound, and we'll pay you for life.

How it helps you—
• Guarantees income
• Lowers income tax
• Provides partly tax-free income
• Reduces capital gains tax
• Provides alternative to CDs

How it helps Hobe Sound—
• Provides for scholarships
• Provides income to others
• Supports our mission

One Beneficiary Two Beneficiaries
AGE

65
70
75
80
85
90

RATE
4.7
5.1
5.8
6.8
7.8
9.0

AGE
65-65
70-70
75-75
80-80
85-85
90-90

RATE
4.2
4.6
5.0
5.7
6.7
8.2

Learn more by contacting Paul Stetler in the Office of Advancement @ 772.546.5534 or paulstetler@hsbc.edu.
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ALUMNI NEWS

WEDDINGS BIRTHS

ALUMNI NEWS

Amber Deckard
Ms. Amber Deckard graduated on June 22 from Nova Southeastern University with a Doctorate 
of  Clinical Psychology with Emphasis in Neuropsychology. Amber is an alumnus of  HSCA.

Ricky & Robin 
(Horton-Fletcher) 
Stansell 
Aug. 18, 2018

Ostyn & Rachel 
(Sutherland) 
Levi
Aug. 18, 2018

Nathan & 
Caroline (Klein) 
Todd
June 8, 2018

Paul & Esther 
(Easley) Peak 
June 1, 2018

Isaac & Stephanie 
(Hoffpauir) Owens
June 2, 2018

Joel & Kendra 
(Blake) Veyon
June 8, 2018

Trae & Annalisa 
(Taylor) Bates
July 21, 2018

Paul & Jacinda 
(Edwards) 
Stetker
Sept. 1, 2018

Brandon & Anna 
(Fiskeaux)
Esparza
Xavier John, 
March 24, 2018

Tim & Julia 
(Stetler) Cole
Maxwell Timothy, 
June 21, 2018

Jacob & Beth 
(Renner) 
Sutherland
Emilia Rae, 
Sept. 5, 2018

Tyler & Allison 
(Ison) Archibald
Bailey Danielle, 
Sept. 8, 2018

Tim & Christy 
(Frederick) 
Williams
Constance Jane, 
Sept. 16, 2018

Joyce Morgan
On Friday, August 24, Mrs. Joyce Frederick Morgan was honored in chapel for forty years of  
service to Hobe Sound Bible College and Hobe Sound Christian Academy. Mrs. Morgan has 
served as a music teacher in the academy and college and helped in the library. For the past 
twelve years she has served as secretary for Hobe Online.

Phil Weaver
HSCA alumnus Major Philip Weaver retired on March 28 after thirty years in the US Army. 
Throughout his career he has received twenty-three awards and decorations. Major Weaver 
holds a BS in Psychology from Francis Marion University and an MA in Social Work from the 
Army-Fayetteville State University.

John Jones and Jon Stratton
Two faculty members have earned masters degrees recently. Mr. Jonathan Stratton received 
an MA in Christian Classical Studies from Knox Theologtical Seminary. Mr. Stratton teaches 
English at HSCA. Mr. John Jones was awarded an MA in History with a Concentration in 
European History from American Public University. Mr. Jones has taught history at HSBC 
since 1992. Both men were awarded honors.

John Budensiek
On September 14 John Budensiek, Jr. graduated from an intense 10-week course with 240 other 
officers and agents at the national FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia. John is a captain in the 
Martin County (FL) Sheriff’s Department. He completed academic and physical fitness courses. 
In a muscle mania competition, John was awarded first place. John faithfully attends church with 
his family and shines Christ’s light in his duties.
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MEMORIALS

Joel F. Menges - June 3, 1961 - May 28, 2018
Joel F. Menges, 56, of  Green Sea, South Carolina, was called home to be with his Savior on May 28, 2018, after suffering 

a stroke. He was born in La Vale, Maryland, the son of  Billy and Patsy Menges. Joel graduated from Allegany High School, 
then served his country for four years as an F-4 Phantom fighter/bomber crew chief  in the US Air Force. After discharge 
Joel attended Hobe Sound Bible College, earning a BA in Biblical Education/Ministerial Studies. He served as assistant 
pastor at God's Missionary Church in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, for three years. Later in his life, he graduated from the 
Lancaster School of  Massage. 

Joel worked as a psychiatric technician, as a vocational rehab job coach for clients with developmental disabilities, and 
as an instructor at the Lancaster School of  Massage. For the past ten years he worked for Coastline Community College 

as a Navy College Test Examiner, a Military Programs Adviser and an Army Liaison/Military Student Adviser, traveling to military bases from 
Florida to Pennsylvania. Joel loved music and was gifted with a beautiful singing voice. He was fascinated by history and loved outdoor activities. 

Joel will be remembered for his big heart and his infectious laugh. He was passionate about many things, but foremost was the gospel of  Christ 
Jesus. He was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers. He is survived by his cousins and special friends Steve and Bill.

Rev. J. Willett Vess, Sr. - June 6, 1929 - September 13, 2018
Rev. John Willett Vess, Sr., 89, of  Liberty, South Carolina, passed away peacefully on September 13, 2018. He was born 

on June 6, 1929, in Central, South Carolina, where his father was president of  Central Wesleyan College (now Southern 
Wesleyan University). Rev. Vess was a graduate of  Central and Bob Jones University Seminary. He pastored in Alabama, 
Georgia, and South Carolina. Additionally, he served as a general evangelist nationally and internationally. He also held 
several offices within the Bible Methodist Connection of  Churches. 

Rev. Vess worked for Hobe Sound Bible College from 1970-1972 in the development department. He excelled at almost 
anything--building houses and churches, mechanics, heating and air-conditioning, and even completed real estate classes 
when he was in his 80s. But Rev. Vess considered his call to preach his highest calling. 

He is preceded in death by his parents and his brother. He is survived by his loving wife of  sixty-eight years, Mary Nell Lindsey Vess; children, 
Libby and David Hall, Ronda and Dan Whisner, Joy and Eddie Beaver, and John Willett, Jr. and Melissa Vess; a sister; twelve grandchildren; and 
twenty great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held September 16 at Trinity Wesleyan Church in Central, South Carolina, officiated by his sons-in-law. Burial was at 
Greenlawn Memorial Park in Easley. Memorials may be made to Trinity Wesleyan Church Missions to be used for drilling clean water wells in 
impoverished countries.

Leroy S. Adams, Jr. - October 2, 1933 - August 8, 2018
Rev. Leroy Sherman Adams, Jr., Christian missionary and educator, quietly passed from this life into eternal life on 

August 8, 2018. Leroy was born on October 2, 1933, in Kingswood, Kentucky. He moved with his family to Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, when he was eleven months old. 

Bro. Adams received a BA in Theology from People’s Bible College in Colorado Springs, Colorado, in 1955. He took 
his first teaching job at Salem Bible Institute in Salem, Ohio, in 1957. His first missionary trip was to Ireland in January 
1958 with his uncle Paul Finch, Sr. and the Rev. Glenn Griffeth. On June 14, 1958, he was married to Myrtle Arlene 
Wildhagen who was the daughter of  missionaries to South Africa. In 1959 Leroy and Myrtle went to Eritrea, East Africa, 
under Evangelistic Faith Missions where they served until 1978. While there, their children Marie Adams; Melvin Adams, 

Sr.; Arlene Stence; Edith Anthony; and Lowell Adams were born.
He is survived by his wife and their five children and spouses, his brother, eighteen grandchildren, and seventeen great-grandchildren. His 

parents, his sister, and a son-in-law preceded him in death. He spent his life as a Christian missionary and educator serving in Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, Ghana, Ukraine, Egypt and here in the US. He received a bachelor’s degree, two master’s degrees and an honorary doctorate. He 
was an ordained minister with the Wesleyan Holiness Association of  Churches. In his retirement years he settled with his wife in Penns Creek, 
Pennsylvania, where he attended Mountain Road God’s Missionary Church.

Chaplin Kenneth Carpenter Laid to Rest at Arlington National Cemetery
On June 14, 2018, Ch (COL) Kenneth V. Carpenter, US Army, Ret., was laid to rest at Arlington 

National Cemetery. See full obituary in Summer 2018 Torch.
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CAMPUS NEWS

A new school year usually means some changes. This year Hobe Sound 
Christian Academy has several new placements. The principal of  the 
academy, Dr. Brent Jones, has expanded his duties to include being the 

director for program services for our state accrediting 
organization, Florida Association of  Christian Colleges and 
Schools. He is also the new director of  Hobe Online which 
is expanding in the spring to offer a master’s degree. Due 
to his extra duties, he has appointed three administrators 
to help in the daily running of  the academy. Miss Crystal Budensiek has taken over the 
duty of  overseeing the elementary, grades K4–5; Mr. Scott Blackmon is overseeing the 

junior high, grades 6–8, and Mr. Robert Booth is overseeing the high school, grades 9–12.

In the college HSBC/CA alumnus Mr. Paul Young has come as director of  ministry formation, 
purchasing, and the work program. His wife Christine is helping in the cafeteria. Alumnus Miss Gaye 
Armstrong has returned to serve as Hobe Online secretary and dean of  women. In addition to their 
academy duties, Mr. Nathan Veyon is teaching college science and lab, and Mrs. Rachel (Carter) 
Collins college math. Mr. Wesley Holden is teaching Romans, and Mrs. Alanna Ryder academy 
and college social studies. Mrs. Jani (Johnson) Beardslee has moved to cafeteria supervisor. Mrs. Sue 
(Dulaney) Pittman serves as cafeteria aide. In the president’s office alumnus Miss Sarah Stetler is the 
new secretary. Alumnus Mr. Bart Thompson now serves as director of  maintenance for Hobe Sound 
Ministries in charge of  maintenance for all public buildings on campus. HSBC/CA is blessed to have 
these servant-leaders.

Dr. Brent Jones

Miss Budensiek, Mr. Blackmon, Mr. Booth

Kendra Veyon

Jeannetta Gardner Maria JuanNatasha Hausman

Paul YoungChristine Young

Gaye Armstrong Jani Beardslee

Sarah StetlerAlanna Ryder Nathan Veyon

Rachel Collins Wesley Holden

Sue Pittman

New Faculty & Staff
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Labor Day

Revival

Men's Dorm Remodel

Addison Student Center Opening
The annual Fall Revival was held September 4-9 with Rev. David Stetler bringing the messages.

This summer we were able to 
repaint a number of  rooms and 
hallways. We have begun to replace 
worn out carpet with vinyl plank 
flooring. This should hold up much 
better than carpet. A new tile floor 
was put in the W1 bathroom as the 
previous tile was beginning to come 
loose. All much needed repairs.

On Labor Day the college held shortened classes and then enjoyed a picnic and games. Students and faculty got in on 
the fun.

After many permit and supplies obstacles, the HSBC/CA family eagerly welcomed the opening of  the Addison 
Student Center. Colin Gardner serves up delicious coffee and smoothies. A special thank you to Patrick and Pame-
la Davis, Cary Finney, Karen Finney, and Colin and many others who dreamed and worked to make the Addison 
Center a reality.
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We are pleased to announce the hiring of  
Donald (Trae) Bates III as Director of  Student 

Recruitment. Trae came to HSBC from Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in the fall of  2014. He will graduate in the 
spring of  2019 with a Bachelor of  Arts in Ministerial 
Studies and a minor in Counseling. On July 21 he 
married Annalisa Taylor from North Pole, Alaska. 
Annalisa will graduate with a Bachelor of  Arts degree 
in Music Education from HSBC this spring. Trae 
sang with HSBC PR groups for the first three years 
of  his college career. During his time of  service in PR, 
Trae proved to be one of  the most effective recruiters 
in the student body. He has had a sterling reputation 
for character and hard work throughout his time at 
HSBC. He loves Hobe Sound and is passionate about 
promoting Bible college education (both on-campus 
and online) to young people and adults across the 
holiness movement and beyond.

On Wednesday, July 11, Hobe Sound Bible College 
and Christian Academy lost a friend.  Nathaniel 

Reed attended and made a speeches at HSBC’s 
50th Anniversary celebration in 2011, and at the 
installation of  President Daniel Stetler in 1995.  Mr. 
Reed was asked to do so because of  the long-standing 
relationship between the school and the Jupiter 
Island community, which was led by his family.  He 
was a fixture at the annual Christmas concert given 
by the HSBC Masterworks Choral at the Tangerine 
Theater on Jupiter Island.  He would often rise at 
the conclusion and offer words of  appreciation for 
the music and remind everyone present of  the long-
standing relationship between the Island community 
and the college. 

The generosity of  Jupiter Island residents across 
the years has resulted in the development of  the new 
campus plan, the establishment of  various endowment 
funds, regular disbursements from charitable 
foundations, and critical financial sustenance in times 
of  crisis.  Mr. Reed served as a goodwill ambassador 
who facilitated the continuing relationship. 

NATHANIEL REED

DONALD (TRAE) BATES

CAMPUS NEWS
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The faculty, staff, and students of  Hobe Sound Bible College and Academy 
wish to express our sincere sympathy to your family in this time of  loss. 

While there is no doubt in any of  our minds that Bro. Adams is in a far better 
place, all of  us are still human, and we will miss him.

Bro. Adams was an outstanding missionary statesman! His undying commitment 
to foreign missions was on display throughout his entire life as he served with 
different missions organizations and in different countries. His passion for 
missions was further demonstrated in the fact his children were powerfully 
impacted with that same missionary zeal and have served in a variety of  missions 
endeavors themselves. 

Bro. Adams was an excellent musician! Though his missionary endeavors 
took him to far-flung places, he never lost his passion for music or his skill in 
performance! Again, he passed that love for great music on to his children and 
grandchildren. I will never forget how impressed I was to see and hear him play his 
trumpet and an accordion simultaneously. He loved and made beautiful music, and 
the Adams family has long been associated with excellent brass instrumental music.

Bro. Adams was a strong supporter of  Christian education! In fact he used his 
love for missions and music to benefit Christian education both here at Hobe Sound 
Bible College and at other Bible colleges. He taught at HSBC between 1984 and 1989. 
He served at different times as Chairman of  the Missions Department and the Music 
Department. He also taught missions classes, private lessons, music classes, and 
directed the band.

More important than anything else that can be said about his life–Bro. 
Leroy Adams was a man of  God! He lived a long, fruitful life filled with 
faithful service to God and others. His life serves as a stellar example for 
all of  us to follow. 

Our prayers are with you as you celebrate his life and mourn his 
passing. 

Sincerely,
Dr. Daniel Stetler

Missionary
StateSman

Leroy adamS



FINISHING WHAT
YOU START  | FROM PAGE 3

yourself  to accomplish what needs to be done.
Hobe Sound Bible College has long had a distance 

education program. But ten years ago in the fall of  2008 Mr. 
Dalbert Walker and his son Jason helped us begin offering 
online learning. The results have been amazing. From 
prisons to pulpits, from “20 something year olds” to senior 
citizens, we have been able to help people realize the dream 
of  completing their college degree.

One of  our recent graduates was a former prisoner who 
finished all but his very final classes while he was incarcerated. 
After making some very wrong choices as a young man, he 
was arrested, convicted and sentenced to serious time in 
prison. While in that prison, however, he found Jesus, and 
he felt God’s call to tell others what he had found. He began 
studying in our program. The night he walked across the 
stage at commencement to receive his BA degree, two parole 

officers sitting on the front row shouted and cheered for him 
as I handed him his diploma. He had a new lease on life and 
new preparation for making a positive contribution to his 
world!

Another recent online graduate was a seventy-year-old 
grandmother who had never finished her education degree. 
She had raised her four children, served with her husband 
in several pastorates, taught in Christian schools, and 
accomplished many other things, but she wanted to finish 
her degree—and she DID!

Whatever your reason for not finishing, you should at least 
explore the opportunities available to you through Hobe 
Online! Because this is an accredited program, it can be a 
stepping stone to even greater educational possibilities. In 
fact the possibilities are absolutely amazing. You will never 
be sorry you took the time to check out HOBE ONLINE!!! 
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